PASTORAL LETTER TO THE COMMUNION
Augnsr 13, 1998

My dear Sisters znd Brothers

Just 4 Bew days apo the 13" Lambeth Conlferente, which browght together 750 Bishaps and 650 SPOUSES
Eroem the 37 Provinces of the Anglican Commurion, ended. Thanks io the praves of many, and the
work of ihe Hely Spml in our midst, the vast majority of those present ageeed that it had been YErY
wanhwhile, with mech blessing resulting from our commen worship, study and dialogue - blessings
which, I kaow, were expericnced as much in the Spouses Programme as in the Bishops” Conference.

A1 the hean of our Confarence was our daily Bible stedy, in small groups, of Faul™s Second Leater 1wy
the Coninthians, which we Jooked at under the title Leadersifip under Pressure - sameihing which afl of
us could, 1 think, readily idemify with, At we did so,  was struck by St Paul’s emphasis on “faces”: The
glary on Moses' face afier he had mer with God {3:12); the tranzforming glocy on our faces when we
urn to Crad (3:18) and then in 416, that wanderful passage where Paul speaks of the light which has
shome in our leans ‘te give the fEght of the krowledge of the glory of God in the face of Tesus Cheise,

Aad wi have bedn fransformed by being together over these three weeks. W have Seen one anpther's
faces, People who vwe might orly have heard abaut in the past aré now people we know as friends,
whose faces are known 60 05. And many of ug will never be the same again becauze we have been
enrched by Lhe staries thase people have shared with es, of leademship under pressure, and af the
geodness of (rod sometimes in the context of grest hardship, poveriy and persecution ar, elsewhere, of
secularity and inditference. How could any of us forget the Bishop of Kitppm'’s simple but moving
gccomnt of the death of his beloved wile, Winifred, blown up by a landmine? And who was net
chaltenged by his courage in maintaining a Eaithful witness in an area where bemorists eegrulary abduct
children 20 take them away 10 wain them a5 killers? Such an 2000uat 05 2 vivid reminder of the comext
in which sotae of gur brotiers and sisters work as bishops and Christians.

In listening 1o each other and sharing common eancems we have also seen the face of the wotld in e
agony and confusions. We have taken time together 1o swdy carcfully some of the profovod and
perplexing problems which the Provinces kad requested far our agenda. Some of these problems press
hard only om some pans of our Gommunion burthey must be of Toncem to us all a5 members of one
f2mily. The burden of international debt; 1he thanging parem of inter-fanh celations; the miking of
moral decisions in an increasingly relavivistic climare; the need a5 a Cheech o bring peace and
reconciliation in those parts of the word threatened by civil strife; ihe impact of technology an us all —
Al these were lopked 31 in depeh and cor Repon and Resolotigns reflect thar fact. {These will be
available in dus course) Whal iz more, we believs we made considerabl= prtagress in addressing 1hese
issues as we listened 10 sach ather in the context of senpture and the expericnce of the Communion; 2nd
the fruiL of our discyssione will, T hope, became evidean in days g come. Of panicular sipnificance, |
bedieve, is the issue of Imemational Deb, znd much mote will fow fram cur comtmitment i0 ress the
mocal aggument for the relief of ihe borden of unpayzblz debt,



Eutahere bave been times when *face 1o fare’ cncounier has boon difficulr and poientially divisive, This
was parmicetarly g with regard 1o our discussions abet human sexuality, Frior 1a the Conference oo
Provinee had asked for bomesexuality 1o figute a5 2 major iem on the apenda, but, nonetheless, the
issue was debated hotly and we found thar owr diversity of thealogy and cuftere, often a source of
blessing, weas becoming a “differing” that could 5o casity have msuhed in biler confrontation.

Bul the zesult of those discussions vwas a Resolation, passed by a huge majarity, that whis Conference, i
wiavs af the teaching of Scripinre uphiolds feiififulresy in morriage berween o man and a waman i
tifelong union, end belisves thar abstingnce i right for those whe ore not catled o marriage”. [n the
same Resolution we also affirmed that we worbd 'commit oartelves to listen to the experience of
Fomoserpal persons, and we wish o assure thew thar they are loved by (R and thast @ff baprised,
believing and felilifed persons, regardiess of sexual orientaiion, are full members of the Body of Chrise,

For the vasi majority of us involved in thay debate the friendships 1hat had been established, coupled
with 2 desire (o listen to cach ather, epabled us to transsend our differsnces, Meverthe|ess, ] TEQOITIEE
that far some parnz of the Chueeh, there was considerable pain 1o be endured both in the debate jiscif
and its outcome and 5o 1be listening musi go on, nof only 10 Scripture b also to ane angeher.

And the faci of division in the wodd and (the Church is surely semething that ve showld §252 up to with
covrage zad faih, S0 much energy goss imo maintaining divisions instead of working for enity. It is my
stzang belicf that one of the preares1 bencfits of this Conference wilt be aur experience as bishops of
PUMSVIRG & oneness of aim in the midst of diversity. That, T believe, has strengthened rather than
weakened our Commumion.

But, if we have loaked a1 1be difficulties factng our Churches we have also perceived the effects in
many Fivintes of 1the Becade af Evangelism that was sa wonderfully brought 10 our Cammunion by
the lasl Lambeth Conference, We give thanks 10 God for all (has has bean achicved, We afiiom under
God that the Deeade of Evangelism does net end in too years' time! Rather, the 201 decade bagins
then! The Millenniom will, I helieve, provide a unique opportunity of 1elling the story of Jesns Chost
afresh 1o our world. Ler every dipeese aim to present owr Lord a5 Saviour and Hope of the world and Jet
us &l saak o bang people 19 baptism and new Ffe in Cheist,

For through thie marvelous Conference we have begun to see some of us Far the first time, the growth
and the vigour of the Cammunicon. Anglicans are at work among the vy poar as well as amaeng the
most privileged. We have thus gained true insights into our imerdependence a5 Provinces, We kno &
Oaw (AL W mrast ensure thal our SINCIuces are moe acconnable; we know that we must Find gew
ways of supponing the poorest pans of the Communion (ofen rich in Fajth and joy); we kpow that we
mugl become a moete ouward looking and serving Communion; we know thal we st share wgether
QUL resources in imining and Biblical scholaship,

And sirengthened by our fellowship 1ogetites we retuen o aur dioceses more eady o serve [hal
Comimunion and a1l its members. Thank you, brothers and sisters, for making il possible for us 1o mest
in Caprerbury, beeavsz in mesting here we believe we have plimpsed something precious of the glooy of
God i the 'face of Jesus Christ’ and the nature of a serving ministry which comes fram fallowing him.

And in the words of St Paul, from thai letter which challenged us so very deeply, we saluie you from
the Lambeth Conlerence: Firally, brothers and sisters... pur t(Rings in arder . agree with gre anoher,
{ive In peqce and the God of lave and peace will be with por.

May {5od bless yeo in pur faith asd life wopether,

U-‘m._.r brollg: o E-Jlx.r:q,—{a
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